FNS has contracted with Mathematica Policy Research to conduct a two-part survey called the
WIC Local Agency Breastfeeding Policy and Practices Inventory of all State, territorial, Indian
Tribal Organization, and local WIC agencies. The survey will ask about agencies’ breastfeeding
promotion policies and practices as well as how they measure, store, and report breastfeeding
information such as initiation, duration, exclusivity, and intensity. Information from the WIC
BPI will help FNS and WIC agencies learn more about nationwide efforts to promote
breastfeeding among WIC participants. Below are some helpful FAQs for this mandatory
project. We appreciate your support for this important study. Thank you.

WIC Local Agency Breastfeeding Policy and Practices Inventory (WIC BPI)

Frequently Asked Questions
1. Who is conducting this study?
This study is being conducted for U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition
Service (FNS) by Mathematica Policy Research with funding from USDA.

2. What is this study about?

The purpose of this study is to learn about the breastfeeding promotion policies and practices of State
and local WIC agencies, how they measure breastfeeding outcomes such as initiation, duration,
exclusivity, and intensity, their current estimates of these outcomes, and the types of data reporting
systems in use.

3. How will data be collected for this study?

This study uses a two-part web survey of all State and local WIC agencies. The first part asks about
breastfeeding policies and practices. The second part, which will be fielded about three months after
the first part, asks about breastfeeding measures, estimates, and data systems. Both parts will be
available online for 10 weeks, with the first part starting the week of February 18th.

4. How were agencies selected for this study?

Under the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-296, Sec. 305), all WIC agencies are
required to participate. This includes 90 State, territorial, and Indian Tribal Organization (ITO), and
approximately 1,800 local WIC agencies.

5. What will be the final product of this study?

After both parts of the survey are complete, the study team will produce a report and briefing for
FNS. The report will describe agency breastfeeding measurement and outcomes, breastfeeding data
systems and reporting, policies and practices, and agency characteristics. It will also present
associations between policies and practices and breastfeeding outcomes and examine how these
associations vary geographically. Analyses will be conducted at the national, FNS region, and State
levels.

6. Will anyone find out about what | say in this study?
We will not collect any confidential data. Your agency will be identifiable to FNS in the survey data, but
neither your agency nor individual respondents will be identified in any publications.

7. Why am | being asked to participate? Do | have to participate?
Participation is mandatory. Moreover, your answers are critical to ensuring that information collected
through the WIC BPI is comprehensive and representative of all WIC agencies. Your responses will



help FNS and WIC agencies learn more about nationwide efforts to promote breastfeeding, including
policies and practices that may improve breastfeeding outcomes.

8. How long will it take to complete the survey?

The following table shows estimates for the average amount of time State and local agencies may
spend on each part of the survey. These estimates include time to gather information and answer the
questions. Participants may save their responses and return at a later time.

Part1 Part 2
State agencies 30 minutes 95 minutes
Local agencies 54 minutes 47 minutes

9. Who should complete the survey?

One or more staff at your agency who have knowledge of the agency’s breastfeeding outcomes,
policies and practices, and data reporting systems may complete the survey. In some agencies, one
staff member, such as the Agency Director or Breastfeeding Coordinator, may be able to complete
the entire survey. In other agencies, multiple staff, including IT staff, may complete sections. The
Agency Director should identify staff best suited to complete each section.

10. My State agency oversees many local WIC agencies. Do | answer the questions about the
local agencies in my State?

No. Local WIC agencies will complete their own survey forms. State WIC staff, please answer the
questions only about your State agency. Local agencies are asked different questions about
operational details that State agencies are not asked.

11. What are the benefits to my agency for participating?

Your participation helps the entire WIC community in our effort to improve breastfeeding success. In
addition, your agency will receive a report summarizing your agency’s breastfeeding statistics,
policies, and practices compared to those of other agencies in your State, FNS region, or the nation.
The summary report will explain how the numbers were compiled and how to interpret them. You
can use the report as an informational source or decision tool by comparing your policies, practices,
and outcomes against those of other WIC agencies. The report is for your agency’s information only.
It will not be published by FNS.



